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Judge Refuses to Release Details 

Of Contempt Fine Against Attorney 


By Jack C. Landan 

Staff Reporter 

Montgomery County Cir- 
cuit Court Judge Ralph G. 
Shure reseued to make pub- 
lic yesterday a court report- 
er’s transcript of a secret 
hearing in which the judge 
held an attorney in contempt 
of court. 

Judge Shure held attorney 
Thomas E. Schmidt of Silver 
Spring in Contempt of court 
July 2 and fined him $50 in 
connection with the attorney’s 
activities on behalf of an in- 
digent baker. 

The baker, James D. Adel- 
man, 32, was committed to 


Montgomery County Jail in 
June, 1963, by Judge Shure 
because he failed to abide by 
a court order to pay $630 in 
back family support payments. 
Adelman remained in jail for 
373 days before being released 
June 18 by Senior Circuit 
Court Judge, Thomas M. 
Anderson, on a petition pre- 
sented by Schmidt. - 
Subsequently, on July 2 
Judge Shure held Schmidt 
in contempt of court. The 
Judge has declined to give his 
reasons for the contempt cita- 
Ition. , 

There is a court reporter’s 
transcript of the contempt 
hearing. The Judge, in refus- 


ing to release it, said that 
Schmidt was free to do so if 
the attorney first asks the 
Judge for the transcript. 

Yesterday morning. Judge 
Shure again summoned 
Schmidt to his office. He 
barred reporters from the ses- 
sion. Schmidt’s attorney, Alger 
Y. Barbee, sat in on the ses- 
sion with Judge Shure. i 
! After the conference, 
Schmidt was reluctant to dis- 
cuss the case. 

Asked if he had requested 
a copy of the hearing tran- 
script, Schmidt replied: “No, 

I didn’t. It just didn’t come 
up ni the conversation.” 


